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same common salvation... And though their 
names may be crossed out of the records of a| quaintance ? For they had rather receive a 
L particular church on earth, where charity fails, | Baptist into their fellowship, whose faith and 
ON THE CAUSES OF UNCHARITABLENESS.|Yet they will be found written in the Lamb’s| holiness are conspicuous in his life, than open 


ESSAY 


book of life, which is a record of eternal love, 
and shall forever be jomed»iiMhe fellowship 
/ Of the catholic church in heaven. 


uncharitable humor; and that is, when we Be acd si 
magnify circumstantial differences into att vit A 4 ta poh piv ag tb oh age “i 
stantial ones, and make every punctilio of our |O'® SPINES, Kian, Chere vane _sineams ol 


own scheme a fundamental point, as though 
al] the Jaw and the Prophets hung upon it, as 
though it were the ground and pillar of all 
the truth ia the Gospel.” Crucius will not al- 
low his dissenting neighbor to be a member 
of the christian church, because he separates} 
from the modes of worship in the Church of 
England ; he cannot believe him to be a 
friend to Christ crucified, because he refuses 
to have his child baptized with the airy sign 
of the cross. Again, the dissenting neighbor 
pronounces Crucius to be a mere formalist, 
and to have nothing of the spirit of God in 


(Concluded from page 178.) 


Egypt; and it is as fruitful of serpents and 
monsters too. Itself is a Hydra of many 
heads; I have drawn seven of them out at 


forever. But there are others still remaining 
as full of fire and infection. Shall 1 mention 
an eighth here, the applause of a party and 
the advance of self interest? Have we ney- 
er observed what a mighty prevalence this has 
over the. hearts and tongues of men, and in- 
flames them with malice against their neigh- 
bors? They assault every different opinion 
with rage and clamor. ‘They rail at the per- 
sons of all other parties, to ingratiate them- 
selves with their own ; and when they find 
their account in it, their tongues are sharpen- 
ed as drawn swords ; they fight for honor like 
young volunteers, or like the Switzers for pay. 
‘When they tear away men irom their habita- 
tions, cast them into noisome prisons, and put 
to death the ministers of the gospel, they boast 
like Jehu when he slew the priests of Baal, 
come and see my zeal for the Lord. And as 
‘he designed hereby to establish the kingdom 
in his own hands, so they to maintain the pre+ 
ferments and possessions, as well as the re- 
putation they had acquired among their own 
sect. 


gifts of the spirit, and scarce ever address him- | 
of a form. 
Sabbaptes, that lives within two doors of 
not believe either of his neighbors 
10 be a Christian, because they have never 
been plunged under water, that is, in his 
sense they were never baptised. And both 
of them in requital agree to call Sabbaptes a 
Jew, because he worships only on a Saturday. 
Whereas the all-knowing God looks down 
jnto all their hearts, beholds the graces that 
his spirit hath wrought there, owns them all 
for his children and the disciples of his Son, 
though they are not yet perfectin love. They 


hav ! nd j i 
aa h ae it at is: peg iia one ‘every bitter reproach they cast on his follow- 
Lord Jesus, one faith, one spirit of prayer, : 


ne’ bapti Folch they deacrel so bitter ‘ers! > Nor will it be found,a sufficient reason 
o 7 | 3 
SRA EPC otto tated Se mery | for the persecution of them one day, that they 
about times, and modes, and forms. 


: : ‘ i did not conform to human inventions. 
It is a. very uncharitable practice to think, The J fate dai ic co hay dissin at 
that a man can never journey safely to heav- 1e Jausenists zee 


en unless his hat and shoes be of the same | reformation in the ELH of popery, and 
color with ours, unless he tread the very track they have been ergcn aay for ap- 
of our feet, and his footsteps too be of the proaching the tenets of x8 Ns , iey have 
same size. It is a censorious and perverse been in danger of being ae e ang losing 
fancy to pronounce a man no Christian, be- their spiritual dignities, and they pul pushed 
cause every thought of his soul, and all the °” by this fear susie piaEay to write every 
atoms of his brain are not just ranged in the tur some severe ace i e Cal- 
game posture with mine. “How ridiculously Viists, to show that vig oa are true sons 
unreasonable is it for a man of brown hair, to of that uncharitable church of Rome. 

shut his brother out from the rank and species Sicco has lately departed from a Baptist 
of men, and call him an ox or a lion, because society, and he hardly thinks himself suffi- 
his locks are black or yellow. I am persuad- ciently come out of the water, till he is kind- 
ed there is a breadth in’ the narrow road to led into a flame against pe that baptise 
heaven, and persons may travel more than by immersion 3 he rails at his former brethren, 
seven abreast in it. And though they do not to make the Presbyterian and Independent 
trace precisely the same track, yet all | 
the same Saviour Jesus, and all arrive at the 


ook to churches believe that he isatrue convert.—j|to sink the rest.” 
'‘How art thou mistaken, poor Sicco, to at- 


tempt this method of caressing thy new ac- 


their doors to an uncharitable wretch, that 
proves his conversion only by the change of 
an opinion, and places his relig‘on in railing. 

Acerbion has left the communion of his 
father, and is become an ecclesiastic of high 


branches belonging to the great river of|note in a more powerful and splendid church. 


He seldom puts a volume into the press with- 
out sourness and hard words in it, against the 
society which he has forsaken. His pen is 


length into open light, that they may be cut off| dipt in gall daily, and he grows old in malice 


and censure. It is a pity he should so far 
expose the church to which he now belongs, 
as to think that she willesteem him a more 
dutiful son, by how much the less charity he 
has for his dissenting brethren. 

And I am sorry also, that there should be 
a church in Great Britain, which has devoted 
Christians to the devil for little differences, 
and has exposed them to tedious and sharp 
sufferings for refusing to submit to particular 
gestures in worship and airy signs, for wear- 
ing a short garment in prayer in the place of 
a long one, or black instead of white ; and 
some of her sons have delighted to execute 
these censures, when they have found much 
gain arising from this severe godliness. I 
could wish she had always exercised the 
same charity to weak consciences, that she 
does to slender purses; for she allows a 
christian liberty to “poor beneficed men and 
curates, not being able to provide themselves 
long gowns, that they may go in short ones.” 

1X. A ninth spring of this uncharitable 


But ah! how little do they think of| practice is, fixing upon some necessary and 
the wounds, that Jesus the Lord receives by | special point in Christianity, and setting it 


up in opposition to the rest, or at best in op- 
| position to some one of the rest. 
J have long observed,” says an ingenious 
writer, “that christians of different parties 
have been eagerly laying hold on particular 
parts of the system of divine truths, and have 
been contending about them as if each had 
been all ; or as if the separation of the mem- 
i bers from each other, and from the head, 
|were the preservation of the body, instead 
of its destruction. They have been zealous 
to espouse the‘defence, and to maintain the 
honor and usefulness of each apart ; whereas 
their honor, as well as usefulness, seems to 
me to Jie much in their ¢onnexion. And sus+ 
picions have often arisen betwixt the respec~ 
tive defenders of each, which have appeared 
as unreasonable and absurd, as if all the pre- 
parations for securing one part of a ship ina 
storm were to be censured, as a contrivance 
Thus far Dr. Doddridge 
‘ia a late preface. 
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And I think we ory as well borrow the 
similitude expressly from the Scripture itself, 
1 Cor. xii. 14, “The body is not one mem- 
ber but many. If the foot shall say, because 
I am not the hand, 1 am not of the body ; is 
it therefore not of the body?” And how ri- 
diculous would it be if we should suppose the 
“ear shall say, because I am not the eye, i 
am not ofthe body. If the whole body were 


—— 


he can find in the severest writers, and by a 
motto written upon his forehead has called 
him the man of faith, | am at a Joss to know 
what christian chureh would receive him into 
their communion, when he neither professes 
repentance, nor holiness, nor love to God or 
man. It has indeed some of the appearances 
of a christian stature, but it is a man without 
feet or hands for walking or moving, a man 
an eye, where were the hearing? If the without life or activity to run the christian 
whole were hearing, where were the smelling? race, or to do any thing for God in the world. 
Aod if they were all one member, where; What glory can our Lord Jesus Christ re- 
were the body? The eye cannot say unto ceive from such a useless figure? What 
the head. I bave no need of thee ; nor again, honor can such an imperfect image possibly 
the head to the feet, | have no ueed of you. | bring to the Gospel ; or what service can he 
Now ye are the body of Christ, and mem-|be of in the world or in the church ? 
bers in particular.” X. The most common cause of uncharita- 
In the same manner, repentance, faith and bleness, aad the last | shall mention, is, that 
love are three necessary graces or virtues a great part of the professors of our holy reli- 
that go to make up a Christian ; and J might gion, make their heads the chief seat of at, and 
cite several texts of scripture, where each of scarce ever suffer it to descend and warm their 
these three are made necessary to Christiani-| hearts. Jesus the Saviour has been discov- 
ty. Is it not therefore a most unreasonable ered to them in a good degree of outward 
thing to set up either repentance, faith or love | light, but has, never been revealed in them 
so high, as though the whole of Christianity with power, tor their souls changed by di- 
was contained in it, when it is evident that|vine grace into the image of the Gospel.— 
nothing else can make a Christian but such a} While they boast of their orthodox faith they 
faith as brings with it repentance and goed forget their christian love. 
works, or holiness of life, or such a love as} _Stellino has stuck his brain all over with 
produces obedience and good works, which | notions, and fancies his higher sphere suffi- 
must be the effect of this faith ? ciently illuminated for the conduct of man- 
In Christianity “nothing avails but such a!kind, that is round about him, and beneath 
faith as works by love” unto all holiness, Gal.|bim. But this set of notions is like a winter 
v. 6, “Repent and believe the gospel,” was | night overhung with stars; bright and shining, 
the first preaching of Christ and bis apostles,|but very cold. Natural affections bave no 
Mark i. 15. And in other places, faith is in-| room in his soul ;, it is.too much spiritualized 
dispensably coupled with repentance, Acts|with opinions and doctrines. His diviuity 
iii. 19. xx.21. True faith must be such as/all lies in his understanding, and the common 
‘purifies the heart,” Acts xv. 9; and pro-|duties of humanity scarce ever employ his 
duces good works as the necessary evidences | tongue or his hands. , 
to prove our faith true, James ii. 17, 18. Ifa man does but profess every tittle of 
What a strange sort of monstrous Christian | his creed, and believe just as Stellino believes, 
would this be, who pretended to much faith, |be is declared fit for holy communion ; and 
but had no love nor repentance? And as|if he will but ‘dispute warmly for the hard 
monstrous would that pretender be, who had|words that distinguish his scheme, and can 
love or repentance without faith. As “Godj pronounce Shibboleth Well, he shall not be 
hath set the members of the body, every ona adiddzed to death or dammation, but joined 
of them as it hath pleased him,” so has hejheartily to the fellowship of the saints, though 
appointed fuith, repentance, and love to fulfil|his faming immoralities proclaim him a.son 
their several offices in the christian life—j|of Satan. Satan himself has perhaps a more 
What a piece of madness therefore is it, and| accurate and nice skill of the controversies of 
high inconsistency to separate those things, | divinity, than the best of our professors and 
which God hath joined in his Gospel ? Or to|doctors have arrived at; but his pride and 
preach or paraphrase very long, and talk very | malice are chains of darkness, and make a 
much upon either one of these, so as to hinder | devil of him in spite of all his knowledge ; 
that dug respect thatis to be paid to the oth- ‘ 
ertwo? There is no man that is or can be a 
true believer in Christ, if he has not repen- 
-éance and love, producing good works, as well 
as that faith, which is necessary to make a 
Christian. Let us take heed therefore, lest 
we give occasion, by any of our discourses, 


Lucifer. 

Vices that are odious to human nature, and 
wild licentiousiess of a bitter tongue, which 
destroy all civil sotiety, are very little faults 
in his opinion, when put into the balance with 
orthodoxy and zeal. Ifmy conversation among 
to exalt one of these virtues or graces to the|men be blameless and honorable ; if my 
prejudice of the rest, for the utter loss of| practice consist of virtue and piety ; if I pro- 
either of them will destroy all our pretences fess a solemn faith in Christ, the eternal word, 
to Christianity. the only begotten Son of God, who.came into 

When Solfido has formed one of his Chris-}the flesh, who died to make a true atouement 
tians exactly agreeable to the shape and hu-| for the sins of men, and testify my unfeigned 
mor of his own imagination, and dressed him | subjection to him, and declare the grounds of 
up in all the features of strict orthodoxy, that!my hope; yet I must not be admitted to the 


yet Stellino affects too near a resemblance to, 


MAGAZINE. : : 


special parts of worship where Stellino pre- 
sides, because J am not arrived at his degree 
of light, and differ from his expressions a lit- 
tle, when I explain the words justificatiow 
and the covenant of grace. His lips are ever 
full of declamation and controversy, and he 
harangues copiously upon the most affecting 
points of our religion ; he talks much of the 
amazing condescensions of divine merey, and 
of the kindness and love of God our Saviour 
towards man; but it has not yet taught him 
love to his fellow creatures, nor kindness to- 
wards his brethren. 

Such another Christian is Misander; be 
reverses the duties of Christianity, which St. 
Paul describes, he speaks evil of all men but 
his own party, he is a brawler, and ungentle, 
shewing meekness unto none ; and while he 
pretends, “that the grace of God which brings 
salvation has appeared” unto him, he lives 
still in malice and envy, and wears the visible 
characters of the men of heathenism, “hateful 
and hating one another,” Tit. ii. 11, 12.— 
iii. 2, 3, 4. He flourishes and enlarges upon 
the gracious qualities of our Redeemer, our 
great High Priest, who is, ‘‘touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities ;” yet himself has not 
learnt from so glorious an example, to “have 
compassion on them, that are ignorant and out 
of the way ;” but rather being exalted in his 
own knowledge, he condemns ‘his weak 
brother to perish, for whom Christ died,’’. 
Take thy Bible, O vain man, and read a few 
lines in the 8th chapter of Paul’s first Epistle 
to Corinth. ‘Knowledge puffeth up, but 
charity edifieth; and if any. man think, that. 
he knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing 
yet as he ought to know ; but if any man love 
God, the same is known of him.” And St.. 
Jobn will assure thee, “that be that loveth 
not his brother knoweth not God, and if any 
man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, 
he is a liar.” 1 John iy. 8, 20. | 

Thus far have we traced the vice of un- 
charitableness in many of the properties that 
belong to it, and the cause of it, and many in- 
stances in which it discovers itself in the 
world, and in the church; and it appears a 


[very shameful vice, and opposite to the relig~ 
ae of the blessed Jesus, 


PREACHERS. AND BOOKS WANTED, .. 


We occasionally receive letters from our friends at — 
the South and West, stating tbe want of preachers to 
organize societies ; and in some instances giving us to 
understand that men of talents, information, and good 
moral character, might be eligibly situated, where the _ 
doctrine has not yet been preached. Mr. Balfour's In- 
quirics, and other books are also often wanted, in pla- 
ces where we cannotsend them. Jfsome of our breth- 
ren, who have more leisure, can devise any methods 
for supplying the destitute in both respects, we will 
do all in our power to assist in the good work, Thata 
general correspondence on this. subject might essen- 
tially serve the cause of trath, f not doubtful ; and of 
the fruits of a general co-operation in the spread of 
truth, we can well judge by the past.—One who has 
long been esteemed as an able preacher among the 

| Baptists at the South, writes, that be purposes to spend 
the remainder of his days in preaching the whole truth 
in that section where he has before preached if in part, 


| May his way be prospered, and his latter be bis best 


and most useful days.—Rel, Ing. 
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REVIEW. 


f Discourse on Ministerial Fidelity. By H. Hildreth, 
Minisler of the First Parish, Gloucester, Mass.— 
Gloucester: printed at the Telegraph Office, 1827. 


The reason why any attention is paid by 
the writer to this discourse, is because it con- 
tains insinuations against, and misrepresenta- 
tions of the sentiments of the highly respect- 
ed and exemplary Society of Universalists in 
Gloucester. It is not a fair and manly attack | 
on Universalism. 


your patience, in discussing points of speculative di- 
vinily ; nor to furnish a series of smooth and palatable 
discourses. I came to set forth the counsel of Gop 
precisely as He has set it forth in the Bible; and to 
build upon this counsel such discourses, as the wants 
of society, or of individual persons, seemed to require. 
I came to warn the wicked of their wickedness: to say 
to every man, woman, and child, you are a sinner, and 
therefore you must repent; you need a Saviour, and 
therefore you must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ ; 
you will hereafter appear before His judgment seat, 
and therefore you must work out your salvation with 
fear and trembling.” 7 


It should here be particularly noticed that 
the author says, “All who act, or profess to 


shall cheerfully lend them allour aid. ‘They 
need a reform in their manner of preaching. 
‘It is necessary that the preaching be more 
conformable to the word of God. Let them 
enter seriously into the work of examining 
for the true sense of the divine threatenings, 
and when they have ascertained it, let them 
‘declare it plainly. They cannot reasonably 
expect reformation among their people, until 
they encourage it by the powerful influence 
‘of example. If Mr. H. is anxious not “to 
overlook, or wink out of sight, or pass lightly” 


While it professes to be a act, as pastors and teachers under the great over, the crying sins of mankind, let him 


snl Bi oo EB = ine segetngtimatatarted ; ‘ ; 
‘Discourse on Ministerial Fidelity,” it is, in Head of the church, are as much bound by enter into the work of reforming the clergy in 


reality, as any one who reads it can see, the 
medium through whieh the author has cau-' 
tiously vented his spleen against the doctrines | 
of a society, far more respectable than it is 
presumed he wishes to see it. ‘The tendency 
of it, if, indeed, it ever have any, will be to 
revive prejudices and feelings which fifty 
years ago gave a character to the Parish of 
which the author is minister, but which we 
had hoped were buried to be raised not a- 
gain. Our principal object in this brief Re- 
view, will be to consider the faithfulness of 
the Author according to the Rule he has pre- 
scribed to himself: afterwards, we may no- 
tice one or two other points, which, perhaps, 
deserve consideration. The text is in 


the nature of their office, to recewve the word 
at the mouth of Jehovah, and give their people 
warning from him, as were Ezekiel,” &c.— 
Mr. H. confesses his personal obligation: ‘I 
am as much bound to receive the word at the 
mouth of Jehovah, to warn the people of this 
place from him, as ever the prophet Ezekiel 
was,” &c. Again, he says of himself, “I 
came to set forth the counsel of God precisely 
as He has setit forth in the Bible.” 'That itis 


the duty of a minister to warn the wicked,—: 


that it is his still more imperious duty to hear 
the word at God’s mouth, and give them 
warning from him, and that he should set 


this respect. And when once the threaten- 
ings of the Scriptures are preached, as they 
came from the mouth of the Lord, the effect 
on the community will be vastly better than 
‘that of the spurious and superadded sense 
which the clergy have attached to them. 

But does Mr. H. give the wicked warning 
from God?. Does he receive the doctrine 
of punishment in the future state from the 
Lord? When the great Jehovah denounced 
punishments on Adam, he limited them, by 
telling Adam they would remain, tell he re- 
‘turned unto the ground., No punishments 
|were denounced by the Almighty upon him, 


forth the counsel of Goce precisely as God hath; but such as are necessarily limited by Adam’s 
/set it forth in the Bible, we sincerely believe. return to the dust. Here is an opportunity 


Ezekiel iii, 17—19, “Son of man, I have set theea' No false alarm should be sounded, lest it! for a clergyman to receive the word at God’s 


watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the | 
word at my mouth, and give them warning from me, , 
When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; | 
and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn 
the wicked from his wicked way, to save bis life 5 the | 
same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but bis! 
blood will I require at thine hand. Yet if thou warn: 
the wicked, and he turp vot from his wickedness, nor! 
from bis wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity ; but | 


thou hast delivered thy soul.” 
The Author says, in relation to ministerial 


fidelity — 


‘A minister of the Gospel at this day, though hav- | 
ing no claims to inspiration, in the same sense as bad { 
the ancient Jewish prophets, is, nevertheless, under | 
precisely the game moral obligation as ‘hey were, to | 
be faithful ; to teach transgressors the law of God ; to 

shew unto the people their iniquities; and to warn) 
them of the fearful consequences of continuing in sin, 

He who ascended up on high, who Jed captivity cap: 

tive, and gave gifts unto men, yave some, apostles ; and | 
some prophets; and some, pastors and teachers, for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 

for the edifying of the body of Christ; that is, for pro 

moting the knowledge and practice of the christian re- 
ligion. All who act, or profess to act, as pastors and 
teachers under the great Head of the Church, are as 
much bound by the nature of their office, to receive 
the word at the mouth of Jehovah, and give their peo- 

ple warning from Him, as were Ezekie} and the other 
prophets of Israel 7 as were any of the inspired apos- 
tles of the Lord Jesus Christ. Whiatsoever things 
were written aforetime, were wrilten for our learn- 

ing.” 

Again, he says, 

“I am as much bound, my friends, to receive the 
word at the mouth of Jebovah, to warn the people of 
this place from Hiw, as ever the propbet Ezekiel was, 
1o be a faithful watchman unto. the, house of Israel. 
It is true, | do not, and cannot receive the word in the 
game miraculous way that he did; still, ] am furnish. 
ed with a sure word of prophesy, with the example 
and teaching of the Master whom I profess to serve, 
with the writings of his inspired apostles, with the tes- 
timony, in various way* given, of a great cloud of wit 
nesses to the truth and divine authority of the Holy 
Scriptures.” 


He adds also, 


“It was no part of my object, my friends, in coming 


to labor in this place, to wear out my own strength and 


draw away the sinner’s attention from the real 
evils which he suffers. No imaginary terrors 
should be set forth; no judgments denounced, 
no punishments threatened, but such as are 
clearly revealed. in the word of God. ‘“T'o 
the law and to the testimony: if they speak 
not according to this word, it is because there 
is no light in them.” Isa. viii. 20. 

Have we any account in the Bible, that 


Ezekiel, or any of the Jewish prophets, threat- | 


ened the house of Israel with judgments in 
the future state of existence? Mr. H. has 
not produced an instance in which these pro- 
phets ever denounced upon the Israelites 
judgments in another world, If there are 
sich instances, would he not have brought 
gome of them forward? While the Jewish 
prophets were careful to warn the people of 
Israel of the real dangers to which they were 
exposed, pointing out the particular judg- 
ments which were impending over them, not 
one word was dropped that they were in dan- 
ger of judgment in another state of existence ; 
but, om the contrary, all these judgments, ac- 
cording to the description the prophets gave 
of them, are necessarily confined to this state 
of being. Ifthen, as all acknowledge, Eze- 
kiel and the other prophets, heard the word 
at God’s mouth, and gave the wicked warning 


from Him, God never threatened the house of 


Israel with punishment in the future state. ‘To 
say that he did, is to accuse the prophets of 
the most criminal unfaithfulness, in failing to 
declare to the people what God had declared 
to them. Who feels willing to prefer this ac- 
cusation ? 

There is one point in which the Christian 
clergy greatly need a reformation ; and should 
they enter into the work of promoting it, we 


‘mouth. The punishments denounced by the 
Jewish prophets must have been suffered in 
this world. Jesus particularly and repeated- 
‘ly stated, that the judgments which he de- 
‘nounced on the Jews, would be executed be- 
fore the generation then on the earth passed 
|away ; and in reference to the time of those 
judgments he said, ‘For then shall be great 
‘tribulation, such as was not since the begin- 
ning of the world to this time, no, nor ever 
shall be.” Now how can a clergyman, who 
preaches the doctrine of judgments in eter- 
nity, judgments far greater than any ever suf- 
fered on earth, say, in truth, that he receives 
the word at the mouth of the Lord, and gives 
the wicked warning from him? No, no; the 
doctrine of retribution in the immortal state 
originated in man; and the deception which 
men have practiced in endeavoring to support 
that sentiment by the Scriptures, is a proof 
that the mouth of the Lord hath not spoken 
it. Mr. H. has given an instance of this.— 
On page 7 he says, “You will hereafter ap- 
pear before his judgment seat.” When Paul 
said to his Corinthian brethren, ‘‘we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ,”* 
he did not say this would take place hereafter. 
Did Mr. H. hear this word hereafter at God’s 


* It is not generally known, that the true sense of 
this passage iggpot conveyed in the Common Version. 
“That every one may receive the things done in his 
body.” This word done was supplied by the transla- 
tors, and is put in italic letters to denote that fact. I 
see no need of any supplement in that plate. The ex- 
pression, ina komisetaa ekasos la dia tow somatos, is }it- 
erally, that every one may receive lo humself things in 
the body. Vo supply the word done, and read the 
verse as in the common Version, “that every one may 
receive the things done in his body, according to that 
he hath done,” is to alter the sense of the apostle’s 
words, and palm upon Christians the doctrines of men 
for the word of God. 


1s 


mouth? If the Scriptures as we find them, 
ive support to the doctrine of a hereafter 
judgment, what need was there that Mr. H. 
should add this word? This circumstance 
reminds us of another very similar one. ‘The 
Jate Dr. Osgood of Medford, in the course of 
a sermon, wished to use the words of Paul, 
in Gal. vi. 8, ‘For he that soweth to his flesh, 
shall of the flesh reap corruption ;” but be 
found it necessary to alter these words in the 


following manner: He that soweth to his flesh | 


here, shall of the flesh reap corruption Agre- 
after. The editor of his posthumous ser- 
mons has sent them before the public uncor- 
rected in this particular. Is this hearing the 
word at God’s mouth, and giving the wicked 
warning from him ? or is it adding to the word 
of God? 
people that this addition to the Scriptures is 
consistent with “ministerial fidelity.”* 


set forth the counsel of God precisely as He 
has set it forth in the Bible.” How bas God 
bet forth his counsel in the Bible? “He hath 


urposed in himself, that, in the dispensation of 


the fulness of tines he might gather together 
jn one all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven, and which are on earth, even in him.” 
Eph. i. 9, 10. This is the counsel of God 
precisely as He has set it forth in the Bible. 
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spoken of. 


_in the future state? Not the least. 


But is there any evidence, either | erable to them ? 


How will Mr. Hildreth convince |in the one case, or the other, that they were | bis own. 
Does it! cerning the doctrine of endless punishment, 


‘passages is. that the judgment and wrath | then should it be said of such people, that the 


Let Mr. H. make the case 


Let doubts arise in his mind con- 


,not then belong to Mr. H. to find some proof, | let him candidly examine the Scriptures for 
Mr. H. as we have seen, says he “came to that the wrath and judgment were not in this} years with the best means of information he 


world? We know that there were wrath 
,and judgment in this world, to which the 
;words quoted can be applied ; but he does 
‘not kuow that there are such things in the fu- 
ture state, to which he can apply them. 

The following extract from the sermon de- 
,serves attention : 
| “loa place, where, for fifty years, the most awfol 


| threatenings cf the word of God have been explained 
away, £0 as to mean, in effect, just nothing at all; 


God said unto Abrabam, “tn thy seed shall all where, it is believed the very language of the Bible, 


the nations of the earth be blessed.” When 
God gave this promise to Abraham, he swore 
by himself that he would fulfil it. In refer- 
ence to this, Paul says, God willing more a- 
-bundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise 
the immutability of his cownse/, confirmed it 
by an oath.” Heb. vi. 17. Here we see 
that the counsel of God is to bless all the na- 
tions of the earth in Christ Jesus ; and this 
blessing is said, by Peter, to be salvation 
from sin. Acts iii, 26. This is preaching the 
tounsel of God, precisely as it is set forth in 
the Bibles Itcan never fail. God says, “My 
tounsel shalj stand, and | will do all my plea- 
sure.” Isa. xlvi. 10. 

Mr. H. quotes John v. 28, 29 ; but he 
toes not inform us what opinion he entertains 
of it. We are left altogether to our conjec- 
tures about this: Itis evident that Jesus was 
speaking of people who were then in their 
zraves; and the true sense of the Greek 
phrase rendered “the hour is coming,” leads 
us to believe that the resurrection took place 
at the time of Christ’s appearance to take 
vengeance on the Jews. Daniel says, xii. 1, 
2, “And many of them that sleep in the dust 
of earth shail awake, some to everlasting 
life, and some to shame and everlasting con- 
tempt.” In connexion with the above, we 


read, “And there shall be a time of trouble, | 


such as never was since there Was a nation, 
even to that same time.” Ifthe reader will 
now turn to Mat. xxiv. 21, he will see that 
our Saviour makes an application of the quo- 
fations from Daniel, to the time of the de- 
struction of the Jews. If then, as appears 


* Let any one who wishes to see the Author’s text 
Siscusted, toro to the Universalist Magazineg Vol, vi. 
r. 365 


| Couceruing the future state of the wicked, is become 
, to great numbers loathsome, if vot quite intolerable,— 
jin such a place, the station of a public teacher must be 
trying to one, that believes concerning all who die in 
their sins, that whither Jesus Christ has gone, they 
cannot go.” 


Here is an insinuation, quite direct, that 

in Gloucester “the most awful threatenings of 
the word of God have been explained away, 
so as to mean, in effect, just nothing at all.” 
How aman who has lived in that place not 
very many months, can speak with such cer- 
tainty concerning what was done fifty years 
|#g0 there, by those who are now deceased, 
we are not able totell. By what we have 
heard of Mr. Murray, from the lips of those 
who fifty years ago were his hearers, we 
judge that so far from explaining away (to use 
the cant of the author) the divine threaten 
lings, he labored to the extent of his abilities 
to shew what he believed to be the true sense 
ofthe word of God. With respect to the pre- 
sent pastor of the Universalist Society, we 
ean speak with confidence. When Mr. H. 
shall manifest his love of truth by sacrificing 
the enjoyments of relatives, friends, and na- 
tive country ; when, rather than preach what 
jhe does not believe, be shall cast himself ap- 
jon the wide world, - and seek an asylum in a 
|foreign land, he will give evidence’ of being a 
isincere lover of truth, as well as his venerable 
neighbor. Men like the latter may be rea- 
soned with, but they are not to be sneered at 
and stigmatized : their views of divine truth 
may be examined; but they are not to be 
spoken of in language which obliquely casts 
upon them the reproach of designing to ren- 
|der nugatory the word of God. 

What reason has Mr. H? to suppose, that 
jthe language of the scriptures which he ap- 


+* 


Hes to the future state of the wicked, isdoath~- 


i 


’ 


| 


/ 
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can possess, let his regard for the truth induce 
him publicly to avow his convictions, and then 
let him judge whether it will satisfy him to be 
told, that the threatenings of the Scriptures 
are loathsome and intolerable to bim. 
We cannot close-this brief review without 
seriously recommending to the author of the 
sermon before us, to put the theory of his dis- 
course, so far as it relates to hearing the word 
at the mouth of. the Lord, and giving the 
wicked warning from bim, into the most rigid 
practice. Would the Christian Clergy gen- 
erally do this, divine truth would be preached 
in greater purity, and the cause of morality 
and religion be more effectually served. 
Ricnaxps, 


EVANGELICAL REPOSITORY. 


We have just received the Ist No. of this 
paper, which is printed at Troy, N. Y. by 
Francis Apancourt, and edited by Br. 
Lemues Wiis, who administers the word 
of life to the Universalist Society in that City, 
and whose character is a suitable recommen- 
dation of the work. It contains eight pages 
octavo form and comes outonce in two weeks. 
The Citizens of Troy receive it at One Dol- 
lar and Twenty-five Cents in advance; or 
One Dollar and Fifty Cents in six months. 
Country Subscribers, whose numbers are sent 
by mail, will receive the volume for One Dol- 
lar in advance, or One Dollar and 'Twenty- 
five Cents in six months. Prosperity to the 
establishment. ‘ 


MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 


On Sunday last, by Rev. Mr, Knowles, Mr. Nathan- 
iel Everett to Mrs. Sally Pray. 

By Rev. Mr. Merritt, Mr. Edward Augustus Skarr; 
to Miss Rebecca Davis. , di ded 

At Lechmere Point, on Thursday evening 
Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. JoseptyS, Rogers, 
N. li. to Miss Abigail K, Ri 
Silas R 

In Charlestown, Mrs. Haonah Boutell, wife of Mr. 
Loammi Boutell, aged 40. She lived in the enjoy- 
ment of a firm belief in the Salvation of all to holipess 
aud happiness, aud died after a long and distressing 
iMness, which she bore with christian fortitude, resign- 
ing all to the will of her God and Saviour, 


last, by 
of Rochester, 
ardson, daughter of Cok 


